
SKAGIT COUNTY MARINE RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
 

Minutes of the February 9, 2017 Skagit County Marine Resources Committee (MRC) meeting, held at the Fidalgo Bay RV Resort in 
Anacortes 

 
Attendees: 

• MRC Members Attending: Tracy Alker, Jay Lind, Sarah Tchang, Kit Rawson, Paul Dinnel, Todd Woodard , Morty 
Cohen, Jamey Selleck, Matt Reynolds, Julie Barber, Nathan Biletnikoff  

• MRC Members Absent: Phyllis Bravinder, Betsy Stevenson 
• Others Attending: Pete Haase (Morty’s alternate); Tim Manns, SLT (Kit’s alternate); Jude Apple, PBNERR; Nicole 

Casper, Swinomish (Julie’s alternate); Samantha Russell, CVP; Madeline Rose, Salish Sea Steward 
 

Call to Order and Introduction: Jamey Selleck called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. and opened the meeting with 
introductions. 
 
Approval of Minutes: The January 12, 2017, MRC meeting minutes were approved as written. 
 
Public Comments:    

• New Fish Passage Video:  Kit Rawson encouraged MRC members to watch the new fish passage video produced 
by the WA Dept. of Fish and Wildlife https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X7z5anXzm0k.  It’s a good video that 
gets people thinking about the issues of fish passage blockage and will hopefully inspire some to take action.  Kit 
suggested the MRC consider creating a similar video regarding impacts of shoreline modification. 

 
Coastal Blue Carbon Project at Padilla Bay:  Jude Apple                          
Blue carbon is the carbon captured from the atmosphere and stored in coastal and marine ecosystems such as salt 
marshes and eelgrass meadows. These ecosystems sequester and store large quantities of blue carbon in both the plants 
and sediments. They can also be a source of carbon if these habitats are disturbed or modified.  Determining carbon 
values in local ecosystems will enable coastal managers and planners to start including carbon sequestration when 
prioritizing restoration needs and considerations.  
 
The research team at Padilla Bay recently received federal funding from NOAA to examine how the potential for carbon 
sequestration and long-term carbon storage varies across different habitats found within Padilla Bay.  As part of the blue 
carbon research, sediment cores were taken from multiple sites within eelgrass habitat, mudflats, bald spots, and deep 
water sediments in Padilla Bay to determine how much carbon is stored in each habitat and how long it takes to 
accumulate.  Results from the initial core study indicated that eelgrass reduces pH and captures carbon from the 
atmosphere then exports it to the mudflats and deep water, with mudflats containing the highest concentration of 
carbon.   
 
The Pacific Northwest Blue Carbon Working Group (including Padilla Bay NERR, and several other agencies and 
academic/research institutions) recently applied for and received funding from NOAA’s National Estuarine Research 
Reserve Science Collaborative grant program.  The title of their collaborative project is “Enhancing Coastal Zone Policy 
Management and Research through End-User Driven Quantification and Public Dissemination of Carbon Stocks Data for 
Pacific Northwest Tidal Wetlands”.  This project will result in an inventory and quantification of carbon stock values for 
pristine versus restored or impacted marshes, generating a database of all these data, and working with the end-users to 
determine the best way to disseminate the data.  The Pacific Northwest Blue Carbon Workgroup is one of several 
working groups formed under The Blue Carbon Initiative.  The Initiative is the first ever international program that is 
working collaboratively to mitigate climate change through the conservation and restoration of coastal and marine 
ecosystems.  
 
 
Northwest Straits Commission (NWSC) Report:  Jamey Selleck                                                

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X7z5anXzm0k
http://thebluecarboninitiative.org/


• New NWSC Director: Rich Childers was recently hired as the new NWSC Director.  Rich will transition to working 
full time for the Commission sometime in March or April.    

• Puget Sound Partnership Update:  Marc Daily will be leaving the Partnership in mid-February to serve as the new 
executive director of the Thurston County Planning Commission. Marc was serving as the Partnership’s alternate 
on the NWSC. 

• Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Funding Update:  The EPA and NWSC are working hard to secure funding 
for 2017-2018 MRC/NWSC base funding.    

• Net Pens: NWSC and several MRCs plan to submit comment letters regarding the proposed net pen 
management guidelines.  However, Skagit MRC elected not to submit a comment letter.  Jay said that he plans 
to submit a letter on his own (no affiliation with the Skagit MRC) and invited others to do a joint letter. Public 
comments on the summary of early “scoping-level” decisions of the net pen management guidelines can be 
submitted to Cedar at cedar.bouta@ecy.wa.gov. Comments are due by March 4. 

• NWSC Retreat: February 23-24 at Padilla Bay. In addition to strategic planning, several topics of regional interest 
will also be discussed at the retreat including: defining ecosystem health, Olympia oyster restoration, green crab 
monitoring, and kelp surveys. 

• NWSC Meeting:  The next Commission Meeting will be held March 31, 2017 over WebEx from 10:00AM to 
12:00PM. 
 

Northwest Straits Foundation (NWSF) Report:  Jay Lind                                                                                     
• MRC Opportunity Fund:  Four MRC’s project proposals, including Skagit MRC’s, were approved for funding by 

the Foundation’s new MRC Opportunity Fund. The list of funded projects was emailed to MRC members. 
• MRC “Friend-Raisers”:  Caroline is trying to schedule “friend-raisers” for five MRCs to increase visibility within 

their communities.  It will be an opportunity for people to meet the MRC members and learn about what the 
MRC does. Ideally, this event would be open to the public with invitations to local elected officials to help build 
support around the county. Any money raised would go to the Foundation and tagged for the MRC. The 
Foundation is seeking input from the MRCs for a location, date, and time, etc. Skagit MRC members were asked 
to send their ideas to Tracy or Jay. 

• Foundation Board Member Update:  It is anticipated that Simon Geerlofs will be appointed as the newest 
Foundation board member when the board meets next week.   

 
Administrative Report: Tracy Alker            

• MRC Meeting Location Update:  The Fidalgo Bay RV Resort is already booked for two MRC meeting dates, 
4/13/17 and 12/14/17.  Sarah Tchang offered to reserve a meeting room at the Port of Anacortes for those 
dates.  Samantha Russell will also look into the possibility of reserving a meeting room at Padilla Bay for at least 
one of those dates. 

• 2017-2018 MRC Project Proposals:  The March 9th MRC meeting will primarily focus on identifying and 
prioritizing project proposals for the Oct 1, 2017 – Sept 30, 2018 MRC Grant (our MRC base funding).  MRC 
members were asked to send a list of project ideas, cost estimates, and timelines to Tracy prior to the March 9th 
MRC meeting. 

• NWSI 20th Anniversary:  Next year is the 20th anniversary of the Northwest Straits Marine Conservation Initiative 
(NWSI). The MRCs will start brainstorming ideas for a special event to help celebrate the anniversary.   
 

Project Status & Discussion                                    
• Bowman Bay Nearshore Restoration:  The Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group scheduled another planting with 

students and stewardship volunteers for March 10th at 9:00a.m.  There is currently a team of around five 
stewardship volunteers who will help with routine plantings and plant maintenance.  Winter storms have caused 
some beach erosion and brought in a lot of woody debris. 

• Washington Park Interpretive Signage: We received proposals from four different artists for the illustration, 
design and layout of the tide pool interpretive sign at Washington Park, Anacortes.  An artist has been selected 
to be awarded the contract.  After the sign is completed and installed, volunteers will survey beach visitors about 
to help evaluate the effectiveness of the sign. 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/aquaculture/pdf/ScopingDecTimeline.pdf
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/aquaculture/recommendations.html


• Fidalgo Bay Day:  The date for Fidalgo Bay Day 2017 has been set for:  Saturday, August 12, 2017 at the Fidalgo 
Bay RV Resort.  Planning is underway.  Save the Date cards were distributed at the Friends of Skagit Beaches’ 
lecture series, the Storming the Sound event, and the Sound Waters event. Pete hopes to have the State Park’s 
whale skull display again this year as well as the touch tanks.  But the Samish canoe rides might not be available.  
Pete is seeking ideas for a youth craft project that would act as a tribute to Fidalgo Bay and that could be 
displayed at future events. 

• Salish Sea Stewards:  Registration for the Salish Sea Stewards training ends February 28th.  With such a huge 
interest in the training this year, we decided to increase the class size from 30 to 35 applicants.  We now have a 
record number of 34 people signed up and expect to reach full capacity soon!  Samantha is seeking to fill an 
unpaid internship position to help her handle the larger class size and other tasks.  Something new for this year’s 
training is that volunteers will be asked to select one of five project areas to participate in.  The idea is to help 
with team building and increase participation.  Classes and presenters are getting finalized.  Several MRC 
members have been asked to be presenters.  Training will start March 7, 2017 through May 7, 2017 for a ten 
week period. Classes will be held Tuesdays from 1:00PM to 5:00PM at Padilla Bay. A potluck will be held from 
4:00PM – 6:00PM after the first class. MRC members are encouraged to attend the first class and potluck to get 
to know the new volunteers. Morty noted that Kimberly Cauvel will be writing several articles about the Salish 
Sea Stewards.  It will be really great publicity for the program and an important opportunity for the MRC to get 
recognition as the Salish Sea Stewards program’s sponsor. 

• Olympia Oyster Restoration:  Paul worked with the Puget Sound Restoration Fund to draft a proposal for 
funding to provide two more acres of oyster shell habitat for oyster larval settlement along the west side of 
Fidalgo Bay near Weaverling Spit in 2018.  Paul also helped draft a case study on Olympia oyster restoration in 
Fidalgo Bay as part of a chapter in a publication of the Nature Conservancy.  The Northwest Straits Marine 
Conservation Initiative and the Skagit MRC are highlighted in the case study.  The chapter will also include other 
case studies from around the US that highlight very different approaches to community outreach and 
engagement through shellfish restoration.  

• Pinto Abalone Restoration:  Paul and Jay presented the pinto abalone and green crab projects to the San Juan 
MRC at their monthly meeting last month. The San Juan MRC expressed interest in both projects. Pinto abalone 
seeding and monitoring will likely take place in the next month or two.  Approximately 1000 additional abalone 
seed will be planted at the six restoration sites in Skagit County.  Paul has been working with Kimberly Cauvel 
from the Skagit Valley Harold to write an article about the pinto abalone work.   

• Kelp Monitoring:  Caroline, Sasha and Lucas applied for federal funding to draft a kelp recovery plan. Partners 
include: NWSF, NWSC, Puget Sound Restoration Fund, and the Washington State Department of Natural 
Resources.  Lucas and Caroline plan to coordinate a meeting to discuss how to move forward with the kelp 
monitoring project for the 2017 survey season.  They are looking for ideas to streamline kelp monitoring 
protocols for continuity and efficiency across the MRCs.  Other methods for conducting kelp surveys are also 
being explored such as by power boat, drone, and Remotely Operated Vehicles (ROVs).  Kelp will be one of the 
topics included in the Salish Sea Stewards training this year.  

• Nearshore Monitoring:  Beach seining and forage fish surveys will take place at Bowman Bay this Friday. The 
beach seining is currently being coordinated by the Samish Indian Nation’s Department of Natural Resources.  
Forage Fish Index Site Surveys:   Forage fish index sites are being coordinated under the leadership of the 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW). All of the data goes to WDFW.   Here is a link to WDFW’s 
forage fish index site survey data:  
http://wdfw.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=19b8f74e2d41470cbd80b1af8dedd6b3&ex
tent=-126.1368,45.6684,-119.6494,49.0781.  All of the MRCs are involved in conducting monthly forage fish 
index surveys in their own counties.  Skagit MRC has three Forage Fish Index sites:  Ship Harbor, Similk Bay on 
the Swinomish Reservation, and Samish Island. There has been evidence of spawning at the Similk Bay site and 
most likely at Ship Harbor as well. Charlette Thurman and Rachel Price have been a huge help with the forage 
fish surveys. Pete and Jay sent a letter to Shell Puget Sound Refinery representatives to thank them for allowing 
Rachel to help with the forage fish surveys.  Lucas is currently looking into possibly organizing a special training 
for forage fish survey project leads in counties that don’t currently have strong leads.   

• European Green Crab Monitoring:   4 out of the 5 green crabs that were discovered in the northwest straits 
region were found in Padilla Bay.  Paul conducted crab molt surveys at various beaches (around 25-30 sites) to 
look for the best sites for volunteers to survey.  So far, no green crab molts have been found. Skagit MRC 

http://wdfw.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=19b8f74e2d41470cbd80b1af8dedd6b3&extent=-126.1368,45.6684,-119.6494,49.0781
http://wdfw.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=19b8f74e2d41470cbd80b1af8dedd6b3&extent=-126.1368,45.6684,-119.6494,49.0781


recently applied for and was awarded funding from the Northwest Straits Foundation’s Opportunity Funds to 
expand the invasive green crab monitoring effort throughout Skagit County.  The funding will be used to pay for 
Samantha Russell’s time for volunteer coordination.  Shell Puget Sound Refinery is providing funding for traps 
and other supplies.  Many volunteers have expressed interest in helping with this project.  Washington Sea Grant 
and Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) staff will provide green crab monitoring training for 
the volunteers on February 17th at Padilla Bay. Because there has been such a high interested in green crab 
monitoring, additional training dates have been scheduled in March. To learn more about the green crab 
program go to:  https://wsg.washington.edu/community-outreach/environmental-threats/invasive-green-crab-
volunteer-monitoring/.   

 
Miscellaneous Events and Announcements:                                                                                                                                

• Julie Barber’s MRC Alternate: Julie introduced Nicole Casper, her new alternate representing the Swinomish 
Tribe on the Skagit MRC. Nicole has been working for the Swinomish Tribe’s Department of Environmental 
Protection on restoration projects and water quality monitoring for the last three years.  

• Port of Anacortes Updates:  The Port of Anacortes recently updated their environmental webpage.  The 
webpage includes a section on Community and Environmental Stewardship with information and links to the 
Skagit MRC and Northwest Straits Commission websites: https://www.portofanacortes.com/community-and-
environmental-stewardship.   The Port is expanding their outreach effort.  Sarah is seeking ideas for 
environmental educational activities for 8th graders.  The Port will be removing two tons of debris off of the pier 
this week. 

 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:14 AM. The next MRC meeting will be held Thursday, March 9, 2017, at the Skagit 
County Administration Building in Mount Vernon. 

https://wsg.washington.edu/community-outreach/environmental-threats/invasive-green-crab-volunteer-monitoring/
https://wsg.washington.edu/community-outreach/environmental-threats/invasive-green-crab-volunteer-monitoring/
https://www.portofanacortes.com/community-and-environmental-stewardship
https://www.portofanacortes.com/community-and-environmental-stewardship

